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occasion, and be valued by them as such upon all
subsequent events.

As, upon the confusion of languages, the several
families who understood one another's speech kept
together, so it is very probable they did not separate
singly, every one running his own way, but by fami-
lies and tribes, or by nations, as their speech was
or was not understood by one another; and this
was directed by Providence, no doubt, for it is said
in the text, God scattered them upon the face, or
over the face, of the whole earth.

It is not unlikely but that when they left off
building, and found they were not able to pursue
the design, with that impossibility they began also
to see into the folly and absurdity of the undertak-
ing ; and began more and more every day to reflect
upon their stupidity in going about it; that being
withal ashamed of the work, they were ashamed of
the place too, and went every man, or tribe of men
at least, their own way, to get as far out of the
sight of it as they could: I grant, indeed, that this
is but my conjecture, but I think it is a very just
conjecture, and it is made on supposition that all
wise men looked back with regret upon those
actions of their lives which they have been drawn
into, and in which they have reason to see them-
selves mistaken. In short, as no man loves to see
himself a fool, and if he has done a foolish thing,
does not care to have the remembrance of it always
in his view; so, generally, if he cannot get the ob-
ject removed and put out of his sight, he will
remove himself from it, if he can.

Upon this foot, I cannot doubt but that all the
people quitted the plain of Shinaar as fast as they
could, and run away from the hated monument of
their shame; we would have done so ourselves,
and I cannot doubt, 1 say, but they did so too.

Suppose then the people to be upon their march,
s. M.                                              c